Bladen County Noise Ordinance
Adopted July 21, 1997.

Bladen County Noise Ordinance

Article I: Loud and Raucous Noise Prohibited

The generation or maintenance of any loud and raucous noise in Bladen County outside
the corporate limits of any town is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. It shall be unlawful
for any person to willfully make, continue, or cause to be made or continued any loud and raucous
noise, which term shall mean any sound which, because of its volume level, duration, and
character, annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, health, peace, or safety of
reasonable persons of ordinary sensibilities within the County of Bladen and outside of any
corporate limits. The term 'loud and raucous noise' shall include, but shall not be limited to the
kinds of noise generated by the activities enumerated in Article II, except as provided in Article
III. The term shall be limited to loud and raucous noise heard upon the public streets, in any
public park, in any school or public building, or upon the grounds thereof while in use, in any
church, synagogue, or other place of worship, or hospital, or upon the grounds thereof. The term
is further limited to noise, which is clearly audible at a distance of more than fifty (50') feet from
the source of the noise, measured in a straight line from the noise source.

Article Il: Prohibited Noise Activities

The following acts, as limited by Article I and subject to the exemptions of Article III are
hereby declared to be public nuisances in violation of Article I, but the acts enumerated in this
section shall not be deemed to be exclusive:

(A) The use or operation of any mechanical or electrical device, apparatus, or
instrument to amplify, intensify, or reproduce the human voice, or to produce,
reproduce, intensify, or amplify any other sound when the sound from such
activity is clearly audible more than fifty (50') feet from the device, apparatus,
or instrument.

(B) The playing or operation of any radio, cassette tape player, compact disk player,
or any sound producing instrument, device or apparatus installed or located in
a motor vehicle when the speaker volume is elevated to such an extent that the
sound is clearly audible more than fifty (50') feet from the vehicle. The
provisions of this subsection shall apply regardless of whether the vehicle is on
public or private property, or stopped in traffic.

© The sounding of any horn or signal device on any automobile, motorcycle,
bicycle, bus, or other vehicle, except as a danger signal, so as to create an
unreasonably loud or harsh sound, or the sounding of such device for an
unreasonable period of time, or the use of siren horns on bicycles, automobiles,
or other vehicles except upon automobiles and other apparatus of the police and
fire departments or upon authorized emergency services vehicles.

(D) The playing of any radio, cassette tape player, compact disk player,
phonograph, or mechanical musical or sound producing instrument in such a
manner or with such volume that the sound there from creates a loud and
raucous noise.

(E) The owning, keeping, or harboring of any animal or bird which frequently or
for continued duration howls, barks, meows, squawks or makes other sounds
which disturb the reasonable comfort and peace of any person in the vicinity by

creating a loud and raucous noise.



(F) The use of any automobile, motorcycle or vehicle so out of repair or so loaded,
or in such manner or combination with other vehicles as to create by virtue of
its grating, grinding, or rattling sound, a loud and raucous noise.

G) The blowing of any steam whistle attached to any stationary boiler, except to
give notice of the time to begin or stop work as a warning of danger.

(H) The creating of any excessive noise on any street adjacent to any school,
institution of learning or court while in session, or within one hundred fifty
(150" feet of any hospital, which unreasonably interferes with the working of
such institution, provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets
indicating that the same is a school, court or hospital street.

) The creation of any excessive noise on Sundays on any street adjacent to any
church provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets adjacent to
churches indicating that the same is a church street.

Q) The creation of loud and excessive noise in connection with loading or
unloading any vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates
and containers.

(K) The shouting and crying of peddlers, barkers, hawkers, and vendors which
disturbs the quiet and peace of the neighborhood.

(L) The conducting, operating or maintaining of any garage or filling station in any
residential district so as to cause loud or offensive noises to be emitted
there from between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

M) The firing or discharging of a gun, squib, firecracker, gunpowder or other
combustible substance in the streets or elsewhere for the purpose of making
noise or disturbances, except by permit from the Sheriff.

Article llI: Exemptions

The following acts or activities are exempt from the provisions of this division:

(A) The use of a permanently installed loudspeaker or public address system at
athletic stadiums to announce athletic contests.

(B) Musical chimes or the sounding of bells emanating from a public or religious
institution or facility, provided the sound is less than thirty (30) minutes in
duration and occurs not more than three (3) times within any twenty-four (24)
hour period.

© Sounds emanating from an authorized emergency vehicle responding to an
emergency or acting in the time of emergency.

(D) Noise sources associated with or created by construction, repair, remodeling,
demolition, or grading of any real property, provided such activities do not take

place between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and Saturdays,

or at any time on Sunday.

(E) Noise sources associated with the maintenance of real property, provided such
activities take place between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on any day.
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(F) Noise emanating from any burglar alarm or security device or any building,
dwelling, or vehicle, provided such noise terminates within thirty (30) minutes
of being activated.

(G) Any activity to the extent regulation thereof has been pre-empted by state or
federal law.

(H) The use of a sound producing or sound amplifying device, instrument, or
apparatus for non-advertising purposes when a permit has been issued for such
use pursuant to Article IV, provided activity is conducted in conformity with
the permit.

Article IV: Permit for Mechanical Sound
Producing Device

(A) Application. Each applicant for a permit to use or operate a sound producing
device, instrument or apparatus within the county and outside the corporate
limits, shall complete and sign an application on a form supplied by the county
and file the same with the Sheriff's Office at least seven (7) days prior to the
date upon which the sound producing equipment is to be used or operated.
Where good cause is shown, or in the judgment of the Sheriff, the activity
would involve significant political or religious features and therefore be entitled

to enhanced deference or protection under the state or federal constitutions,

the Sheriff shall consider applications filed after the deadline. The

application shall describe the sound producing equipment, state the specific

location at which such sound producing equipment is to be used or operated,

and such other pertinent information as is necessary for the Sheriff to carry out

his duties under this section. If the sound producing equipment is to be used or

operated on private property the owner of such property must consent in

writing.

(B) Issuance of permit. The Sheriff shall issue a permit for the use of the requested
sound producing instrument, device, or apparatus to any applicant who
complies with the provisions of this section unless he finds in writing that one
or more of the restrictions specified in division (C) hereof apply, or unless the
issuance of a permit for the time and location requested would overlap a
previously applied for permit. Each permit issued pursuant to this
section shall describe the specific location or locations at which such sound
producing equipment may be used or operated thereunder, the period of time
for which the sound producing equipment may be operated in such location,
and shall specify such other terms and conditions as are essential to secure and
protect the public safety. The person signing the application shall be required
to be present at the time and place the sound producing equipment is operated
or used and the permit shall be invalid unless in his possession.

©) Special Restrictions. The Sheriff shall not issue any permit for the use of a
sound producing instrument, device, or apparatus:

1. At any location within five hundred (500" feet of a school, courthouse,
synagogue, or other place of worship, during the hours of school,
court, or worship, respectively, or within five hundred (500') feet of
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any hospital, nursing home, or other institution caring for the sick,
aged, or infirmed;

2. At any location where the Sheriff, upon investigation, shall determine
that the conditions of vehicular or pedestrian traffic or both are such
that the use of a sound producing instrument, device or apparatus will
constitute a threat to the safety of pedestrian or vehicle operators;

3. At any location where the Sheriff, upon investigation, shall determine
that the conditions of overcrowding or of street repair or other physical

conditions are such that the use of a sound producing instrument,

device or apparatus will deprive the public of the reasonable right to

safe and peaceful enjoyment of any public street, park, or other public

place, or will constitute a threat to the safety of pedestrians or vehicle
operators;

4. For a period of continued use exceeding two (2 hrs.) hours without a
thirty (30) minute break, unless the Sheriff, upon investigation,
determines that a longer period of time will not annoy or disturb
reasonable persons of ordinary sensibilities residing in the area;

5. In or on any vehicle or other device while it is in motion; or
6. Between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.

(D) Alternate Permit. The Sheriff, in denying any application as submitted under
this section, may grant a permit for a date, time, or place different from that
requested by applicant, or subject to different requirements or conditions than
requested by an applicant. An applicant desiring to accept an alternate permit
shall, within twenty-four (24) hours after notice of the action of the Sheriff, file
a written note of acceptance with the Sheriff on a form supplied by the county.

(E) Processing time, notice, right of appeal. Applications for permits to use a
sound producing instrument, device or apparatus shall be processed and
decisions made as expeditiously as possible, and in any event before 5:00 p.m.
on the fifth (5th) business day following the day of receipt. If the application
was submitted more than ten (10) days in advance of the event, the permit,
alternate permit, or written notice of denial shall be mailed to the applicant. If
the application was submitted less than ten (10) days in advance of the event,
the Sheriff's Department shall exercise reasonable diligence in attempting to
notify the applicant of the action taken as soon as possible by telephone or other
means. Any person aggrieved by action taken on a permit application may file

a written notice of appeal first with the County Manager, and then with the

Board of Commissioners. The notice of appeal must be filed within seven days

from date notice of the action, regardless of the means used to convey such

notice, is received by the applicant. The County Manager shall act on the

appeal as expeditiously as possible. The Board of Commissioners shall hear

any appeal taken from the decision of the County Manager at its next regularly

scheduled meeting. In hearing any appeal, the County Manager or Board of

Commissioners may reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, the action of the

Sheriff, or may grant an alternate permit for a date, time, or place different

from that requested by the applicant or subject to different requirements or

conditions than requested by an applicant. An alternate permit must be

accepted in writing within twenty-four (24) hours after notice that it is
available.



(F) The Sheriff may revoke any permit issued hereunder for the following reasons
or causes:

1. The substantial violation of this Division or the terms and conditions
of a permit; or

2. A material misstatement of any fact on the application for a permit

Article V: Penalty

Any person, firm, or corporation violating the provisions of this ordinance shall upon
conviction be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished in accordance with the provisions of
Section 14-4 of the General Statutes.

Article VI: Effective Date

This Ordinance shall be effective upon adoption by the Bladen County
Board of Commissioners. Adopted this 21st day of July, 1997.

ATTEST:

Chairman Clerk

(Seal)



