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ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 

 

 Sec. 1-1.   Animal Control Division Created. 

 

A.     There is created the animal control division of the department of public health of  

         the county, which shall be composed of the health director, animal control   

supervisor and such employees as shall be determined by the county board of health and 

approved by the board of commissioners. The director and employees shall be appointed and 

compensated in accordance with the personnel policies of the county. 

B.    The animal control division shall designate employees or agents enforcing this chapter as 

animal control officers. In the performance of their duties, animal control officers shall have 

all the powers, authority and immunity granted under this chapter and by the general laws of 

this state to enforce the provisions of this chapter, and the General Statutes as they relate to 

the care, treatment, control or impounding of animals. 

C.    Except as may be otherwise provided by statutes, local laws or ordinances, no officer, agent 

or employee of the county charged with the duty of enforcing the provisions of this chapter or 

other applicable laws shall be personally liable for any damage that may accrue to persons or 

property as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of such duties unless he 

acts with actual malice.   

D.    It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or molest any animal control 

officer, police officer, veterinarian or other duly appointed agent while in the performance of 

any duty authorized by this chapter or to seek to release any animal in the custody of such 

agents, except in the manner as herein provided. Each animal control officer while performing 

his respective duties shall wear an identification insignia of size and design to be determined 

by the county board of health. 

E.    Animal control officers shall not be authorized to carry on their person any firearms of any 

kind unless otherwise authorized by the animal control supervisor. Animal control officers 

may store at the animal shelter or carry in departmental vehicles firearms approved for use 

and use such firearms when necessary to enforce sections of this chapter or under applicable 

laws for the control of wild, dangerous, vicious or diseased animals. 

 

State law references: Appointment of animal control officers authorized G.S. 67-30 et seq.  

 

 

Sec. 1-2.    Animal Control Advisory Board Established. 

 

A. There is established the Bladen County Animal Control Advisory Board. 

 

B. The Animal Control Advisory Board shall be composed of seven (7) members to be appointed 

by the Board of Commissioners. At least one member shall be a person with knowledge and 

experience in dog behavior and/or handling, one member shall be ex officio the veterinarian 

on contract to the Animal Control Division, one member shall have an interest in promoting 

the goals of a broadly-based and representative organization interested in the care and 
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protection of animals, and the other members shall represent the public at large. The members 

shall serve staggered two-year terms; four members shall have terms that expire on June 30 in 

even-numbered years following the year of their initial appointment and three members shall 

have terms that expire on June 30 of odd-numbered years. 

 

C.        The powers and duties of the Animal Control Board shall include: 

  

1. Hearing appeals from determinations of the Health Director (or his designee) concerning 

  potentially dangerous, dangerous or vicious dogs; 

 2. Hearing any other appeals provided for by this Chapter concerning determinations of the 

  Animal Control Division; 

 3. Providing advice and information to the Animal Control Division;  

 4. Upon coordination with the Animal Control Supervisor, making recommendations to the 

  Board of Commissioners for the betterment of the County's animal control program; 

 5. In conjunction with the Animal Control Division and the County's Public Information 

  Officer, providing for a program of public education, information and outreach 

  concerning responsible pet ownership, animal cruelty, and the County's animal control 

  program. 

 6. Selecting officers of the board, including a chairperson, and adopting rules of procedure; 

  a majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

   

D. The Animal Control Advisory Board shall adopt a schedule of regular meetings and post and 

file it with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners and otherwise as required by the Open 

Meetings Law. The Animal Control Advisory Board shall schedule at least four quarterly 

regular meetings annually, at which meetings the Animal Control Supervisor or his delegate 

shall appear and participate. In addition, the Animal Control Advisory Board may hold such 

special or emergency meetings, upon the call of the chairperson or any three members, as may 

be appropriate in the circumstances, subject to compliance with the Open Meetings Law. 

 

 

 

Sec. 1-3.   Duties of Animal Control Division. 

 

A. The animal control division shall be charged with the responsibility of: 

 

1.   Enforcing all state laws, county ordinances, health regulations and resolutions relating to        

the care, custody and control of domestic animals, notwithstanding the foregoing,   

  reference is particularly made to G.S. 67-1 et seq. and G.S. 130A-184 et seq. 

  2.   Investigating cruelty, animal abuse or neglect with regard to dogs, cats and other  

  animals. 

3.   Canvassing the county, including homes in the county, as necessary to enforce the state 

law governing rabies vaccinations.   

4.  Operating the county animal shelter pursuant to regulations adopted by the Board of 

            County Commissioners.  
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B. Enforcement: 

 

1. The Health Director and all animal control officers are empowered to issue citations to 

any person if there is probable cause to believe that such person has violated any of the 

provisions of this chapter. 

 2. Citations so issued may be served in person upon the violator by the director or any animal 

control officer or they may be mailed by certified mail. Any citation so served or mailed 

shall direct the alleged violator to make payment of the fine provided therein to animal 

control on or before a specific day and hour stated on the citation and the period so 

 specified shall not be less than 72 hours after service or delivery to the violator. If the 

 violator is served by mail; the violator shall have 20 days from the date of the citation to 

 pay said citation. The citation fines may be recovered by the county in a civil action in the 

 nature of a debt if the offender does not pay the penalty within 20 days after being cited. 

3.  Issuing to the owner a citation for rabies vaccination at the time of redemption for any   

unvaccinated dog or cat four months of age or older. The animal shall be vaccinated by a        

licensed veterinarian and proof returned to the animal control division by the owner of the      

dog or cat within three business days. If the rabies vaccination is administrated within 72        

hours, the citation shall be void. Individuals who fail to vaccinate their pet within 72 hours     

shall be issued another citation. 

 4.  Any person issued a citation may make written appeal of the citation to the health director         

or his designee within 20 days of the date of the citation. The right to appeal from the 

  Health director is to the Bladen County Superior Court. 

 5.  In addition to and/or in lieu of the civil citation provided for in subsection (b) of this     

section, the animal control supervisor may forthwith have a criminal complaint entered 

against the violator and secure and issue a warrant for his arrest or issue a summons 

against such person to appear in court. The arrest or summons shall be for the violation of 

the section of this chapter charged in the citation, and, upon conviction, the defendant 

shall be subject to the penalties prescribed by this chapter. 

     6. All citation forms shall be serially numbered in triplicate, and all records with respect to   

            the citation forms and their disposition shall be maintained so that all such forms shall be 

 capable of an immediate accounting. 

 

C. The county finance officer or his representative shall periodically investigate the records of 

the division for the purpose of determining the disposition of the citation forms and shall 

report the   result of such investigation to the county manager. For the purpose of making this   

investigation, he shall have access to the records of the division.  

 

State law references: Provision of local public health services, G.S. 130A-34 et seq.; dogs, G.S. 67-1 et 

seq.  
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 Sec. 1-4.   Definitions. 

 

 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed 

to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

  Animal control  means the animal control division; animal control shelter; Bladen County 

  Animal Control.  

 

  Animal shelter means any premises designated by the county for the purpose of impounding 

  and caring for all animals found running at large or otherwise subject to impoundment in 

  accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

 

  At large means the state of an animal when it is off the property of its owner and not under the 

  restraint of a competent person.  

 

  Competent person means a person of suitable age and discretion so as to keep the animal 

  under sufficient restraint and control in order to prevent harm to person and property.  

 

  Dog means any male or female member of the genus Canis.  

 

  Dog shelter means an area sufficient in size to contain a constrained dog in a normal sitting, 

  standing and sleeping position. The area must have sides and a leak proof roof to give 

  protection from the elements. The ground, base or foundation on which the dog must stand or 

 rest must be well drained and not subject to flooding or continuously wet or muddy 

conditions.  

  

  Exposed to rabies means that an animal has been bitten by or otherwise come into contact with 

  any animal known or suspected to have been infected with rabies.  

 

  Kennel, dealer, breeder, pet shop means any person engaged in buying, selling, commercial 

  breeding, hobby breeding and boarding pet animals not otherwise covered by the Federal 

  Animal Welfare Act (PL 89-544), or the North Carolina Animal Welfare Act (G.S. 19A-21 et 

  seq.).  

 

  Neutered male means any male which has been surgically altered to prevent reproduction.  

 

  Outside enclosure means a pen large enough to provide each dog less than 25 pounds with a 

  kennel of at least 8 feet x 10 feet in size, and each dog 25 pounds or greater with a kennel of 10 

  feet x 10 feet in size. Animal control services reserves the right to determine if a space is 

  considered suitable for the number and size of dogs housed in an outdoor enclosure.  

 

  Owner means any person owning, keeping, having charge of, sheltering, feeding, harboring or 

  taking care of any animal. The owner is responsible for the care, actions and behavior of his 

  animals.  
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  Public nuisance means:  

         1.   A public nuisance is that which annoys and disturbs rights and privileges common to the 

public or to all the people of the community, rendering their ordinary use or occupation of 

their property physically uncomfortable to them, or constituting a health hazard to any 

person. 

 

 2.  Enumerated in this definition, by way of example and not limited to certain types of 

animals, are actions involving animals, or conditions maintained or permitted by the 

animals' owners or possessors which shall constitute prima facie evidence of a public 

nuisance, whether such animals are located or such acts are committed on or off the 

owner's or possessors' premises: 

 

  a.  Any animal which is found at large off the premises of its owner and not under the 

   restraint of a competent person. 

  b.  Any animal which damages the property of anyone other than its owner, including but 

not limited to turning over garbage containers or damaging gardens, flowers or   

vegetables.           

 c.  Any animal that has made an unprovoked attack on a human by biting or in any manner 

causing injury or the reasonable likelihood of injury or one who habitually or 

repeatedly attacks farm stock or other pets. 

  d.  Maintaining animals in an environment of unsanitary condition is in violation of section 

1-15.    

  e.  Any animal which barks, whines or howls in an excessive, continuous or untimely 

  manner. 

 f.  Any animal which is diseased and/or dangerous to the public health. 

     g. Any animal which habitually or repeatedly chases, snaps at, attacks or barks at 

  pedestrians, bicycles or vehicles, and is not in an enclosure or under restraint. 

     h.  Failure to confine a female dog or cat while in heat in such a manner that she will not be 

in contact with another dog or cat, nor create a nuisance; but this section shall not be 

construed to prohibit the intentional breeding of animals within an enclosed area on the  

premises of the owner of an animal which is being bred. 

 

 

Rabbit shelter means an area sufficient in size to contain a constrained rabbit in a normal 

sitting, turning and stretching position. The shelter must be structurally sound, provide 

protection from predators and adverse environments, and be easily sanitized. The roof must 

have enough overhang to protect the rabbit from rain.  

 

 Restraint means the state of a dog if it is controlled by means of an attended leash, or is on or 

 within a vehicle being driven or parked, or is within a secure enclosure. Exceptions to restraint 

 are as follows: Organized and lawful dog functions; e.g. dog exercise within designated areas 

of public parks, hunting, obedience training, field and water training, law enforcement 

training and/or in the pursuit of working or competing in those legal endeavors.    
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 Secure enclosure means a padlocked pen, with a concrete bottom and a secured top and/or a 

 locked home or locked outbuilding with a concrete bottom.  

 

 Spayed female means any female which has been surgically altered to prevent conception.  

 

 Stray animal means any animal within the county wandering at large or lost and which does 

 not have an owner, or does not bear evidence of the identification of any owner.  

 

 Unaltered animal means any unspayed female or unneutered male animal.  

 

  

State law references: Animal welfare act, G.S. 19A-20 et seq.  

 

Sec. 1-5.   Rabies Vaccination 

 

A.     Every person who is responsible for any puppy or kitten shall have such puppy or kitten  

 vaccinated against rabies on or before the puppy or kitten reaches four months of age, but no 

 earlier than three months of age. 

B.      Every dog and cat shall be vaccinated as indicated by the state and the county. 

C. The copy of the rabies vaccination certificate given to a person responsible for the dog or cat 

shall be retained by that person and be available for inspection by the animal control 

supervisor or an authorized representative or any law enforcement officer. 

D.   At the time of vaccination of any dog or cat, the veterinarian or rabies vaccinator shall deliver 

the rabies vaccination tag to the person responsible for the dog or cat. It is the responsibility of 

every person responsible for a dog or cat to attach the tag to the collar or harness of the 

vaccinated dog or cat and determine that such collar or harness is worn by that dog or cat at all 

times when the dog or cat is outside the residence of a person responsible for the dog or cat. 

Any dog or cat found without a tag may be deemed to be not vaccinated under this chapter. 

The rabies vaccination tag shall show the year issued, a vaccination number, the words "North 

Carolina" or the initials "N.C." and the words "rabies vaccine." 

E.   The first vaccination of a dog or cat shall be valid for one year from the date of vaccination. 

The second vaccination shall be valid for three years from the date of the second vaccination  

F. It shall be the responsibility of the person responsible for the dog or cat to have the dog or cat 

vaccinated on time. 

G. A dog or cat brought into the county shall have been vaccinated in accordance with the 

requirements of the state pursuant to G.S. 130A-193.  

H. The animal control supervisor shall hold an annual rabies clinic for the purpose of obtaining 

compliance with this section and the state law requiring an annual rabies clinic. Rabies 

vaccination fees at this clinic shall be established by the county commissioners. 

I. The animal control supervisor or his authorized representative or any police officer who 

discovers that a person responsible for a dog or cat does not have valid proof of rabies 

vaccination shall cause the person who owns, redeems or adopts a dog or cat to vaccinate such 

dog or cat within 72 hours. If the rabies vaccination is administered within the 72 hours, the 
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citation shall be void. Individuals who fail to vaccinate their dog or cat within the 72 hours 

shall be issued another citation. It is the owner's responsibility to notify animal control that the 

rabies vaccination has been administered or pay the fine. In addition to all other penalties 

prescribed by law, a dog or cat is subject to impoundment in accordance with the provisions 

of this chapter if the dog or cat is found not wearing a currently valid dog or cat vaccination 

tag. 

J. It shall be unlawful for any person to use for any dog or cat a vaccination tag issued to any 

other dog or cat. 

K. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove or alter any collar, tag or tracking device from 

any animal without the consent of the animal’s owner 

 

 

State law references: Rabies vaccination certificates, G.S. 130A-189; vaccination and confinement 

of dogs and cats brought into the state, G.S. 130A-193; county rabies vaccination clinics, G.S. 130A-

187; fee for vaccination at county rabies vaccination clinics, G.S. 130A-188; dogs and cats not 

wearing required rabies vaccination tags, G.S. 130A-192.  

 

 

Sec. 1-6.   Keeping Stray Animals. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to knowingly and intentionally harbor, feed, keep in 

possession by confinement, or otherwise, any stray animal which does not belong to him, unless he 

has, within 24 hours from the time such animal came into his possession, notified animal control of 

his intentions to either surrender the stray animal to animal control or advertise such stray animal in 

the local newspaper with the most circulations of five consecutive days. If the individual holding the 

stray animal selects to advertise the animal and the prior owner does not respond by the tenth day and 

the individual has not chosen to surrender the animal to the shelter, the individual who has advertised 

shall be deemed the legal owner. If the advertisement has not started within 72 hours, animal control 

requires that the animal be surrendered to an authorized representative of animal control. It shall be 

unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any such stray animal. 

 

  
Sec. 1-7.   Rabies vaccination and control. 

 

A. Vaccination required.  Should it be deemed necessary by the county health director, the board 

of county commissioners or the state public health veterinarian that other animals be 

vaccinated in order to prevent or control an epidemic, a potential epidemic, or other 

communicable conditions dangerous to or threatening the health or welfare of persons or 

animals in the county, it shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to provide current, necessary 

inoculations as directed against rabies or other communicable diseases or conditions.  

 

B. Bite cases; duty of owner. Every dog or cat which has bitten anyone or which 

shows symptoms of rabies shall be confined immediately and shall be reported immediately to 

animal control by its owners or persons having charge of the animal, and thereupon shall be 
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securely quarantined at the direction of the animal control supervisor for a period of not less 

than ten days and shall not be released from such quarantine except by written permission 

from the animal control supervisor. If the dog or cat becomes sick during the ten-day period, 

the dog or cat shall be examined by a licensed veterinarian at the expense of the owner. The 

biting animal, and its record of vaccination, if any, shall be inspected by an animal control 

officer, who shall observe the following procedure:  

 

  1.    A properly vaccinated animal may be securely quarantined and confined on the owner's 

premises if an animal control officer determines that the owner has an adequate means of 

confinement and quarantine upon his own premises, that the animal is being properly and 

adequately confined and quarantined on the owner's premises, and the animal is subject to 

observation by animal control at any time during the ten-day quarantine period. The owner 

has 72 hours to present to the officer proof of vaccination. If valid proof is not presented 

within 72 hours, the animal control officer shall seize the animal and confine it at a 

veterinary hospital, in a kennel approved by the Health Director at the expense of the 

owner to complete the quarantine or confinement period. The animal shall not be 

vaccinated prior to or during quarantine and confinement. 

  2.    Any animal not properly vaccinated shall immediately be quarantined and confined in a 

veterinary hospital, in a kennel approved by the Health Director at the expense of the 

owner for the ten-day quarantine period. The animal shall not be vaccinated prior to or 

during quarantine and confinement. 

  3.    Any stray animal shall immediately be quarantined and confined in the county animal 

shelter for a ten-day period, or euthanized after being confined for a minimum of 72 hours, 

and the head examined for rabies. 

 

C. Surrender for quarantine required on demand. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 

section, it shall be unlawful for the owner to refuse to release upon demand, after an 

investigation by animal control any animal which has bitten a human or other warm-blooded 

animal for the purpose of quarantine and the expense of which shall be borne by the owner. If 

rabies does not develop within ten days, the animal may be reclaimed upon payment of the 

current fee schedule adopted by the board of health and upon compliance with other 

provisions of this chapter.  

 

D. Rabies diagnosed.  If any animal dies while under observation for rabies, that animal's head 

shall be submitted to the county health department and the NC State Laboratory of Public 

Health for analysis.  

 

E. Emergency quarantine and procedure.   

   1.   When reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rabies, the county director of public health 

shall order an area wide quarantine for such period as deemed necessary; and upon the 

invoking of such emergency quarantine by the health director, no animal capable of 

contracting rabies shall be at large or not strictly restrained during such period except for 

treatment at the office of a licensed veterinarian. During such quarantine, no animal may 

be taken or shipped from the county without written permission of the health director. 
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Animal control, police and sheriff's department is fully authorized during such emergency 

to impound or follow the procedures in G.S. 130A-195 in handling any animal found 

running at large in the county. 

  2.    During the quarantine period, the health director shall be empowered to provide for a 

program of mass immunization by the establishment of temporary emergency rabies 

vaccination clinics strategically located throughout the county. No animal which has been 

impounded by reason of its being a stray, unclaimed by its owner, shall be allowed to be 

adopted from the animal shelter during the period of emergency rabies quarantine except 

by special authorization of the county health director. 

  3.    If there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of quarantine, 

such period of quarantine may be extended at the discretion of the county health director.  

 

F. Destruction of animals bitten by rabid animal When the local health director reasonably 

suspects that a dog or cat has been exposed to the saliva or nervous tissue of a proven rabid 

animal or animal reasonably suspected of having rabies that is not available for laboratory 

diagnosis, the dog or cat shall be considered to have been exposed to rabies. A dog or cat 

exposed to rabies shall be destroyed immediately by its owner, the county Animal Control 

Officer or a peace officer unless the dog or cat has been vaccinated against rabies in 

accordance with this Part and the rules of the Commission more than three weeks prior to 

being exposed, and is given a booster dose of rabies vaccine within three days of the 

exposure. As an alternative to destruction, the dog or cat may be quarantined at a facility 

approved by the local health director for a period up to six months, and under reasonable 

conditions imposed by the local health director. 

 

G. Killing or releasing animals under observation prohibited; penalty.  It shall be unlawful for 

any person to kill or release any animal under observation or quarantine for rabies, any animal 

suspected or having been exposed to rabies, or any animal having bitten a human or other 

warm-blooded animal, or to remove such animal from the county without written permission 

from the county health director. Any violation of this section shall be subject to those 

penalties prescribed by section 1-23.     

 

H. Failure to surrender carcass prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any person to fail or refuse 

to surrender any animal or carcass for quarantine or destruction as required in this section 

when demand is made by animal control division.  

  

State law references:  Confinement of all biting dogs and cats, G.S. 130A-196; confinement, G.S. 

130A-198; infected dogs and cats to be destroyed, G.S. 130A-197; rabid animals to be destroyed, 

G.S. 130A-199; rabies quarantine, G.S. 130A-194 et seq.  

 

 Sec. 1-8. Reserved 
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Sec. 1-9.  Dogs and cats running at large prohibited; fine. 

 

A.     It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog or cat to allow it to run at large. 

B. Upon an animal control officers observation of a dog or cat running at large the officer may, at 

the officer’s discretion, impound the dog or cat or return it to its owner. 

C. Upon an animal control officers receipt of a complaint that a dog or cat is running at large the 

officer shall investigate the complaint; and upon finding that there is probable cause that a 

violation has occurred, the officer may issue a citation or a warning or take any other action 

contained in this chapter or any state law as the circumstances may require. 

D. Any owner cited for a violation of this chapter may discharge the citation upon payment of the 

current fee schedule adopted by the Board of County Commissioners. If the dog or cat is 

impounded, the owner may redeem the dog or cat under the provisions of section 1-17, 

provided the owner is in compliance with all other applicable provisions of this chapter. If the 

owner is charged under a warrant, summons, or bill of indictment and convicted, the 

provisions of section 1-23 shall apply. 

E.     Each violation issued in this section will be per animal 

 

Sec. 1-10.   Reserved 

 

Sec. 1-11.   Nuisance animals. . 

 The keeping of any animal in such manner as to constitute a public nuisance is hereby 

 prohibited 

 

Sec. 1-12.   Teasing and molesting. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to maliciously tease, molest, bait or in any way bother any 

 animal. 

 

State law references: Authority to prohibit the abuse of animals, G.S. 153A-127.  

 

Sec. 1-13.   Injuring animals; notice required. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person injuring a dog or cat, or other domestic animal by running 

 over or into a dog or cat, or coming into contact with a dog or cat, with an automobile, 

 motorcycle, bicycle or other vehicle, to fail to immediately notify the owner of the animal, 

 animal control, or the police department if in a city or the sheriff's department if in the county. 

  

Sec. 1-14.   Reserved 

 

 

Sec. 1-15.   Manner of keeping and treating animals generally. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper to fail to provide his animals with adequate food, 

 water, shelter, a clean living environment free of debris and excessive waste, veterinary care 

 when needed to prevent suffering and with humane care and treatment. 
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 It shall be unlawful to tether an animal to a stationary object for a period of time or under 

 conditions that an animal control officer or animal cruelty investigator deems harmful or 

 potentially harmful to the animal.  Examples of improper tethering include, but are not limited 

 to the following:  

1.   Using a length or weight of tether that is not appropriate for the size, weight and age of 

the animal. The restraint must be a minimum of four times the length from the tip of the 

animal's nose to the tip of the animal's tail and shall be no less than ten feet. 

 2.    Using tether that does not have swivels on both ends. All tethers must be attached to the 

animal by means of a properly fitting harness or collar of not less than one inch in width 

made of nylon or leather. 

3.      Allowing an animal to be tethered such that the animal is not confined to the owner's 

property or such that the tether can become entangled and prevent the animal from 

moving about freely, lying down comfortable or having access to adequate food, water 

and shelter. 

 

 

State law references:   Definitions of animal welfare act, G.S. 19A-23; penalty for failure to 

adequately care for animals, G.S. 19A-35.  

 

 

 

 

Sec. 1-16.   Impounding animals. 

 

A. Authorized.  Any animal which is lost, strayed or unwanted or any dog or cat which is found 

not wearing a currently valid rabies vaccination tag, as required by state law or this chapter, or 

any dog or cat found being treated inhumanely, shall be confined at animal control in a 

humane manner for a minimum period of five business days for redemption by the owner or 

otherwise disposed of as provided in this section. All dogs and cats shall be electronically 

scanned for micro-chips for identification.  

B. Adoption, release, destruction.  

1.   Adoption: If an impounded animal is not redeemed by the owner within the time     

allowed for redemption, it may be offered for adoption to any responsible individual 

who is willing to comply with this chapter; and when such animal is offered for 

adoption, it shall be to the first person paying for it as provided in this article. 

The animal control supervisor may take a person's association with the prior owner into 

consideration when determined if he or she is sufficiently responsible to adopt.  

 

 2.   Release: Animals not redeemed by the owner or adopted may be released to an animal 

rescue organization registered with animal control pursuant to Sec. 1-25, an officially 

approved and recognized medical school or research institution, or a local veterinarian 

for use as a blood donor or for a study of local animal diseases. If the animal is made 

available for study of local animal diseases, “blood samples taken at Animal Control by 
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a license veterinarian or a RVT”; then the animal will be euthanized at animal control. If 

the animal is made available for research, the animal must be euthanized at animal 

control.  

 

 3.   Destruction: Animals not redeemed, adopted, or released may be destroyed by animal 

control in a humane manner approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association. 

 

C. Notifying owner. Immediately upon impounding an animal, animal control shall make 

reasonable efforts to notify the owner and inform such owner of the conditions whereby the 

animal may be redeemed.   

 

D. Sterilization of dogs and cats.    Ordinance amended by Board of County Commissioners on 

Monday, October 5, 2009, Section 1-16, item D, Sterilization of dogs and cats removed.     

           

E. Suspected rabies.  Animals impounded which have been bitten or are suspected of having 

been bitten by a rabid animal or appear to be suffering from rabies shall not be released but 

shall be treated in accordance with the provision in section 1-7. 

  

F. Unwanted.  If an animal is officially surrendered by the owner to animal control, it becomes 

property of the county and may be adopted or destroyed in a humane manner. after the 5 day 

holding period.  

 

G. Diseased or injured animals. Any animal impounded which is badly wounded or diseased 

and has no identification shall be destroyed immediately in a humane manner. If the animal 

has identification, animal control shall attempt to notify the owner before disposing of such 

animal; but if the owner cannot be reached readily, and the animal is suffering, animal control 

may destroy the animal in a humane manner within its discretion.  

 

H. Provision for animals, animal control cannot care for.  Animal control is authorized to 

obtain suitable board, maintenance and care for any impounded animal, from any available 

source, when animal control is not equipped to provide care. The owner of any animal 

impounded and provided care under this section may redeem the animal within five business 

days upon the payment of all costs of maintenance, transportation and care in addition to the 

regular redemption fees provided in section 1-17. If not redeemed, the animal may be sold for 

fair market value and report of the sale duly reported to county finance.  

 

I. Animals impounded pursuant to judicial process or administrative seizure. Should animal 

control take possession of any animals pursuant to a judicial order, warrant or administrative 

seizure, or other authorized action, by any law enforcement officer or animal control officer, 

the animal shall be confined at animal control or another appropriate facility designated by the 

Health Director for a period of five business days. Prior to the end of the fifth business day of 

the holding period, the owner must remove the animal to a site acceptable to the director of 

animal control with a maintenance agreement acceptable to the director, pending resolution of 

any pertinent judicial proceeding. Any animals not removed in accord with the manner and 
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time specified in this subsection shall be deemed abandoned. Any such abandoned animal 

shall become the sole property of the county and may be offered for adoption, destroyed or 

otherwise disposed at the county's election. Any and all incurred costs, expenses and fees for 

maintenance, transportation and care, whether within or outside the county, shall be the duty 

and liability of the owner whose animal was impounded under this section. Should a court 

order any injunctive relief permitting the subject animal to remain within the county at the 

animal control facility or at some other facility within the county acceptable to the director of 

animal control, the owner must pay all costs, expenses and fees for maintenance and care on a 

weekly basis, in advance of the weekly term. Should such costs, expenses and fees not be paid 

within two working days of their being due, the animal shall be deemed abandoned and shall 

become the sole property of the county.  

 

 

State law references:   Care of seized animals, G.S. 19A-47.  

 

 

Sec. 1-17.   Redemption procedure for impounded animals. 

 

A. When any animal has been impounded at animal control, notice of such impoundment shall be 

given to the owner; or if the owner is unknown, notice shall be posted for five business days. 

The notice shall be posted on the animal's pen at animal control and shall indicate the time and 

place of taking the animal and the time and date of posting the notice. The time for 

redemption of the animal shall not begin to run until such notice has been given or posted. 

B. The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of his animal, except as already provided for 

certain animals, upon compliance with the provisions of this chapter and upon payment of the 

current fee schedule adopted by the board of health. 

C.   If two or more violations occur within one year, the owner redemption fee shall be paid 

according to the current fee schedule adopted by the board of health. In addition to other fees 

set out in this section, a boarding fee at the rate according to the current fee schedule adopted 

by the board of health shall be paid before animals may be redeemed. 

 

 

Sec. 1-18.   Exemptions. 

Veterinary hospitals, clinics and other premises operated by licensed veterinarians for the care 

and treatment of animals are exempt from the provisions of this chapter except for sections 1-

5, and 1-15. 

 

 

Sec. 1-19.   Interference. 

 It shall be unlawful and a violation of this chapter for any person to release any animal from a 

 trap or cage, or carry away, interfere with or damage any trap or cage set out or placed by 

 animal control. 
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 Sec. 1-20.   Collection of dogs and cats for resale prohibited. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to collect any dog or cat within the county for the purpose 

 of resale. This shall include but is not limited to home solicitations or the setting of traps on 

 any land within the county for the purpose of reselling these animals. 

 

 Sec. 1-21.   Creation of trust fund, acceptance, investment, use and expenditure of gifts, grants 

                    and award to animal control. 

 

A. The animal control trust fund account may accept and disburse gifts, grants and awards made 

to animal control. 

B. The trust fund account is to be self-perpetuating from year to year unless abolished by County 

Board of Commissioners. 

C. The trust fund shall be for the use of animal control capital outlays, spay/neuter programs with 

local veterinary hospitals, pet parks and programs to increase pet adoption. 

D. Gifts, grants and awards received from public and private donors shall be deposited in the 

control trust fund account created in this section and shall at all times be kept separate and 

apart from the general funds of such that they will ensure to the use and benefit of animal 

control. 

E. Gifts, grants and awards not immediately used shall be invested in accordance with the 

county's investment policy. 

F. Funds not expended at the close of the fiscal year shall be carried forward into the next year. 

G. Gifts, grants and awards to the trust fund account shall be received by animal control and 

delivered to the finance office, who shall deposit them as determined by subsection (d) of this 

section. These gifts, grants and awards shall be expended by the finance director only upon 

receipt of a resolution duly adopted by the Board of County Commissioners. 

H. Any gifts, grants or awards received subject to a condition shall be expended strictly in 

accordance with such condition. 

 

 

Sec. 1-22.   Records. 

 

It shall be the duty of animal control to keep or cause to be kept accurate and detailed records 

of: 

  1.    Impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into animal control. 

  2.    Bite cases, violations and complaint investigations. 

 3.    All moneys belonging to the county which were derived from impoundment fees,    

                           penalties and adoptions of animals. 

  4.    All other records deemed necessary by the county manager. 

 

 Sec. 1-23.   Violations; misdemeanor. 

 

A. Pursuant to state law, it is a class 3 misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00 

to violate any provisions of this chapter unless otherwise provided herein. 
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B. In addition to and/or in lieu of the criminal sanctions imposed pursuant to subsection (a) of 

this section, the county may issue civil citations, in such amounts as established by the board 

of county commissioners, for any violation of this chapter. Each separate violation under this 

chapter shall constitute a distinct offense under this chapter. These civil citation penalties may 

be recovered by the county in a civil action in the nature of debt if the offender does not pay 

the penalty after being cited. 

 

 

Sec. 1-24.   Jurisdiction. 

 

This chapter shall be effective within the corporate limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction of 

any municipality within the county which shall so agree by appropriate resolution. 

 

 

Sec. 1-25.   Registration of animal rescue organizations.  

 

Animal control may release an animal to an animal rescue organization only after the 

organization registers with the department. At a minimum, the registration process 

implemented by animal control must direct the animal rescue organization to submit a copy of 

its policies related to spaying and neutering. 

 

 Sec. 1-26.   Animals given away as prizes. 

 

No live animal shall be given away, raffled or offered as a prize, premium or advertising 

device for, or as an inducement to enter any contest, game or other competition involving skill 

or chance. 

 

  
Sec. 1-27.   Proof of sterilization of animals adopted in Bladen County.   Ordinance amended by 

Board of County Commissioners on Monday, October 5, 2009, Section 1-27, Proof  of 

Sterilization of Animals adopted in Bladen County removed.  

 

 

Sec. 1-28.  Right of Refusal. 

Bladen County Animal Control (BCAC) reserves the right to refuse adoption of an animal 

for good cause. Reasons for refusal may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

prior citations being issued to potential adoptee by BCAC, history of animal abuse or 

neglect, prior seizure of an animal from adoptee’s possession, history of involvement in 

dog fighting, or any other offense which would negatively reflect on the potential 

adoptee’s ability to care for the animal, in the opinion of BCAC staff. 

 

 

Secs. 1-29--1-50. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE II.  DANGEROUS DOG / POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG 

 

Sec. 2-1.   Definitions and procedures. 

A.        As used in this Article, unless the context clearly requires otherwise and except as modified                  

in subsection (b) of this section, the term: 

 1.    "Dangerous dog" means 

  a.   A dog that: 

(1)    Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

(2)    Is determined by the Health Director to be potentially dangerous because the 

 dog has engaged in one or more of the behaviors listed in subdivision 2 of this 

subsection.     
         b.    Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or 

any dog trained for dog fighting. 
2.   "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that the person or Board designated by the 

      County to be responsible for animal control determines to have: 

      a.   Inflicted a bite on a person that resulted in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations or 

 required cosmetic surgery or hospitalization; or 

      b.    Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's real 

 property; or 

        c. Approached a person when not on the owner's property in a vicious or terrorizing 

manner in an apparent attitude of attack. 
3.   "Owner" means any person or legal entity that has a possessory property right in a dog. 

4.   "Owner's real property" means any real property owned or leased by the owner of the 

      dog, but does not include any public right-of-way or a common area of a 

      condominium, apartment complex, or townhouse development. 

5.   "Severe injury" means any physical injury that result in broken bones or disfiguring 

      lacerations or required cosmetic surgery or hospitalization.  

 

B. The provisions of this Article do not apply to: 

1.   A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the law enforcement officer's    

official duties; 

 2.   A dog being used in a lawful hunt; 

3.   A dog where the injury or damage inflicted by the dog was sustained by a domestic animal 

while the dog was working as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the 

property of, or under the control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was to a 

species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or 

4.   A dog where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the     time 

of the injury, was committing a willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, or 

assaulting the dog, had tormented, abused, or assaulted the dog, or was committing or 

attempting to commit a crime. 
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Sec. 2-2.    Procedure 

    

The Board of County Commissioners responsible for animal control shall designate the Health 

Director to be responsible for determining when a dog is a "potentially dangerous dog" and shall 

designate the Animal Control Board to hear any appeal. The person making the determination that 

a dog is a "potentially dangerous dog" must notify the owner in writing, giving the reasons for the 

determination, before the dog may be considered potentially dangerous under this Article. The 

owner may appeal the determination by filing written objections with the appellate Board within 

three days. The appellate Board shall schedule a hearing within 10 days of the filing of the 

objections. Any appeal from the final decision of such appellate Board shall be taken to the 

superior court by filing notice of appeal and a petition for review within 10 days of the final 

decision of the appellate Board.  Appeals from rulings of the appellate Board shall be heard in the 

superior court division. The appeal shall be heard de novo before a superior court judge sitting in 

the county in which the appellate Board whose ruling is being appealed is located. 

  

 

Sec. 2-3.   Precautions against attacks by dangerous dogs. 

 

A.      It is unlawful for an owner to: 

1.     Leave a dangerous dog unattended on the owner's real property unless the dog is confined 

          indoors, in a securely enclosed and locked pen, or in another structure designed to restrain 

       the dog; 

2.     Permit a dangerous dog to go beyond the owner's real property unless the dog is leashed 

and muzzled or is otherwise securely restrained and muzzled. 
 

B.        If the owner of a dangerous dog transfers ownership or possession of the dog to another 

 person (as defined in G.S. 12_3 (6), the owner shall provide a notarized written notice to: 

    1.   The authority that made the determination under this Article, stating the name and address 

   of the new owner or possessor of the dog; and 
 2.   The person taking ownership or possession of the dog, specifying the dog's dangerous 

    behavior and the authority's determination. 

 

 C.       Violation of this section is a Class 3 misdemeanor.  

  

Sec. 2-4.   Penalty for attacks by dangerous dogs. 

The owner of a dangerous dog that attacks a person and causes physical injuries requiring 

medical treatment in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be guilty of a Class 1 

misdemeanor.  

  

Sec. 2-5.   Strict liability. 

        The owner of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable in civil damages for any       

injuries or property damage the dog inflicts upon a person, his property, or another  
  animal.  
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State law references:   Dangerous dogs, G.S. 67-4.1 et seq.; possession or harboring dangerous 

animals, G.S. 153A-131.  

 

Sec. 2-6.   Effective date. 

 

This ordinance providing for animal control, animal welfare and the control of rabies in Bladen 

 

County adopted by the Bladen County Board of Commissioners on this the 12th day of May,  

 

2008 and shall be in full force and effect from and after July 01, 2008.   

 

 

 

 

__________________________________                        ______________________________ 
Margaret Lewis-Moore, Chairman                                        Ashley Sasser 

Bladen County Board of County Commissioners                  Clerk to the Board 
 

 

 

 

Amended October 5, 2009  

 

 

 

__________________________________                        ______________________________ 
Billy Ray Pait, Chairman                                         Ashley Sasser 

Bladen County Board of County Commissioners                  Clerk to the Board 
 

 

 

 

Amended June 17, 2013  

 

 

 

__________________________________                        ______________________________ 
James G. Smith, Chairman                                         Sara S. West 

Bladen County Board of County Commissioners                  Clerk to the Board 
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CIVIL CITATION*   

 

Section / Description  

 
1-1.D        Interference with any Duly Appointed Agent    $150.00  

1-4.2         Public Nuisance  

                         First Violation       $  50.00  

                         Second Violation      $100.00  

                         Three or More Violations     $200.00   

1-5            Rabies Vaccination       $200.00  

1-6            Keeping Stray Animals       $  25.00  

1-7            Rabies Vaccination and Control      $500.00  

1-8            Wearing of Collar, Tags, & Identification    $  15.00  

1-9              Dogs/Cats Running-at-Large  

                          First Violation       $  25.00  

                          Second Violation      $  75.00  

                          Third Violation       $200.00  

                          Fourth Violation      $300.00  

                          Five or More Violations      $500.00  

                          Unprovoked Dog Bite/Running Loose   $500.00  

1-10          Vicious Animals       $500.00  

1-11  Barking Dogs  

                           First Violation       $  50.00  

                           Second Violation      $100.00  

                           Three or More Violations     $250.00  

1-12  Teasing and Molesting       $100.00  

1-13  Injuring Animals, Notice Required     $100.00  

1-14 Reserved    

1-15  Manner of Keeping & Treating Animals     $300.00  

         

1-16.I  Animals imp. /Judicial process/Admin. Seizure   $500.00  

1-19  Interference with Trap or Cage      $100.00     

1-20  Collection of Cats and Dogs for Resale     $500.00   

2-1 to 2-5       Dangerous Dogs/Potentially Dangerous Dog Violations   $500.00  

 

 

Ferret Regulation  
Rabies Vaccination         $200.00  

Unprovoked Bite         $500.00  

Provoked Bite          $100.00  

 

 

 

*The owner of an animal shall be subject to escalating fees. The fees are directed toward and against the       

owner. The purpose of the fee is to affect the conduct of the owner by seeking to have an owner 

responsibly    maintain a sufficient restraint and confinement of their animal.  
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Effective as of July 1, 2008 
Amended October 5, 2009 
Amended June 17, 2013 

 

 

 

 


